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A NEW GEOGRAPHICAL RACE OF AN AUSTRALIAN BUTTERFLY
By D. F. Crossy, AES,

Family LYCAENTDALE
Subfamily T.uertsan

PARALVEIA AENEA LUCIDA, suhsp. nov.
MALE

Upperside: Forewing dark brown; a broad ceéntral biight coppery arvea
including lower hali of cell and reaching dorvsum; cilia brown with tips
whitish.

Hitdwiug datk brown with & pronvnent bright coppery area mearly
reaching base and pounded by vein 4, extending almost tu vein 6 near
terien above, by vein la below, and by a dark brown narrow band at the
termen; two prominent termival lonular durle brown spots; eiba brown
with tips prominently white,

The colour of the copper areas is brighter than i rhe iypical rare,

Underside = Forewing pate brown, iwo spots in cgll, two spots below cell,
gpot at end of cell, a hand of ditcal spots pale brown narrowly edged dark
r oW,

Mindwing pale brown; i spot 1 cell, & post cellular, a discal and a subs
terminal, curved semes of irvegular spots pale brown, narrowly edged darle
brown; a terminal browi line,

FEMALE

[Ipperside: Forewing as s male; fermen strongly cofives, copper tren
slightly paler and more ovoid.

Hindwing as in male but termen more couvex ; copper area rarely extend-
ing almest ta base and variahle in extent; veins 2, 3, ayd 4 coppery; two,
sometimes three, lonufar promincat dark brown subterming! sprts.

Undersife; As v migle, but colour arange brown,

Tyre Locarry : Elthaw-Greenshorough district, Victoria,
Tyrees- I collection of author.

Discussion

Tt was found that mafe specimens of 2. aonéo from the Eltham-Greeps-
borough district were distinctly. brighter thau those of all other lacalities;
due to the well defined bright patch of coppery scales on the hindwing above.
Comparison of typical males from that district with one identical to the
type of P. genca Miskin, 1890, ih the Queenslund Museum showed that thid
difference was most pronounced. The male from south Queensland men-
tioned above, kindly [ozued by the Queensland Museunt, is shown in Fig, |
on the accompanying plate.

In general the male hindwing (above) of the typical race from south
Queensland hay only an ill-defed central copper area, often reduced to a
mere spffision of copper scales, which grades into the Brown ol the rest
of the wing. This i5 in contrast to the hindwing of Meide males, whete 1l
coppery colour s shurply defined. The brown arca is thus confined to 1he
apical quarter of the wing, aboye yein 4. There 5 without exception, always
a small upward extension ol the coppér ar¢a almost to vein & ledr the
termel, Furthermore, the extent of ihe copper area 1s absolutely ronstant
i the Micida race but 15 very variable 10 the typical race

Whereas the area of copper scales is cohstant i the males. L vanes
considerably in the females. Some are very hright and earrespond 10 (e
males. but athers have the copper area cul short by i enlargement of (e
basal brown arca ontwards; however the copper colour is, in these cases,
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contitlued alone the veins 2. 3 awl 4 Weference o the plate 2hows the
twa types of females. Fig. 7 shows a typicat light one, wili copper patch
extenditg almost to the base, whilst Fig, & shows o typical davd farm with
farge dark arca extending fram base, and the copper coloyy remaining on
the three veing, Figo s of a tynical male, but its different angle o the
canera has resilted in paor definition of the capper avea

There are no apparent constant differcnces between the male and ' fernale
undersides af the new race and those of the typical race.

The species bas been found from southern Queensland to central Victoria,
b there are records from Bowen  (Miskin), Millmerran, Gaywduh,
Eidsvold. Brisbane und Killarney in Quecasland; Mauning River, Aruudale,
Sydeey, Merangle, Winghar, Narrabeey aod the Blue Mountaine in New
Soutte Wales; aml Keilor, Castleruine, Dimboola, 1ata and Nowa Nawse
ot Vieretia. O specitnens examimed. only thie males from Dimbacla and
Kiata approach thosc of the fugida race, Exceptionally dark males are taken
al Nowa Nowa znd these are P, nenen senca Miskin, One of these is figured
(Fig. 3), as 15 alsn a small example frain Blackheath, Blue Mountains. Tt
soems thai the typieal race extends From south Ouneensfand o the Takes
Entrance district of eastern Victorid and z2lsa mland in the Blue Mountains.
Further work is recsssary to determine the disteihution of the new race.
Anderson and Spry {1E23) recnrd the species from the Gonlburn Valley and
it may prove tiat the race in that distriee 5 fuefda.

The larvae teed on fwrsarta spinpsg, nsually when it 15 growing in dry
localitics, and are geoerally found below ground Tevel ag the stemn ar roats.
There are almost always o few emall ants in attendance. The larvae also
pupsde an these posittans. The larvae and pupae are very =imilar hoth i
formn and habits to thowc of P ageifer Blanchard, At Eltham the first
imagors efnerge nsually during the first wesk of December and specimens
are mast numervus at about Chigtmaz time, after which they gracuvally
diminish. Occasional specirnens may be takan early in Febrmary:
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EXrMLANATION oF Prare

Fig L. Male F ornee Miskin, corresponding to type from National Park,
Queensland (R3°29)

'smag 21'}1&!: P genco from Blackheath, Blue Mouncains, N.5W.
(182/41).

Dark male of P. aenca frum Nowa Nawa, Victaria (5.2.'49).

v Sand 6 Typical males of P aenea fuciirs, subsp. nowv, fram Eltham,

Victaria (23,1249),

7. Light form of female of 7 aeves leeide (rone Fltham (26012.'49),
& Darle farm of female ni 2, acuea eida Srom Eltham (20,12.'49)
7. Female of P. acnea acven from Nrwya Nows, Vietors (152,'49)

Ma. vgeived for publivenon, Nov, 1930,

8

P S



